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The Women of Grace Widows Fund is an ecumenical
mission in Northern New York, supported by donors of
all faiths. Past and current board members represent a
variety of churches in the north country. We welcome
your participation! You can reach us by email at
info@womenofgracewidows.org

HOW IT ALL BEGAN
Our founder, Grace Chiumia, experienced as a young mother, the devastation and
perils of widowhood in Malawi. In this patriarchal culture, her dead husband’s
family took back “his possessions”, including everything in the house, even furniture.
Unlike many widows, she had a nursing education and found work as a malaria bed
net coordinator. In 2008, partnering with church missionaries from NNY, Grace
formed the WOMEN OF GRACE WIDOWS’ FUND (WOGWF) to assist less
fortunate widows. Recognizing her intense dedication to her community, local
leaders asked her to run for Parliament in 2009, where she served for ten years.
Now, as a private citizen, Grace manages our widows programs and continues to
Grace Chiumia
empower less fortunate women and children in Malawi.

WOMEN IN
NORTHERN NEW YORK
JOINED IN TO HELP
THE WIDOWS OF
NORTHERN MALAWI

CURRENT WOGWF BOARD MEMBERS
Renee Waterbury (Co-Chair)
Margot McGorman (Co-Chair)
AnnMarie Bajjaly (Treasurer)
Kathy Curtis, Heather White, Cindy Hall Swan

YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED!
Grace, who has fought for and helped so many widows, is now fighting for her own life! She has been
seriously ill for several months. She is being cared for at home by her husband, Sam, and her family.
Please pray that God brings Grace comfort and peace as he holds her in the palm of his hand!

The WOGWF works in 3 villages in Northern Malawi:
Mzenga, Mchengutuwa, Mbowe
Since 2008, the WOGWF has helped support 45 widows and their families living in poverty in northern
Malawi. We meet critical needs such as providing garden fertilizer in drought times, and assisting
with medical needs, such as medicine and transportation for medical care if needed. The fund also
helps with housing upgrades, such as installing iron sheet roofs for widows who have only a grass
roof on their home. We support the PantiPlus sewing project, providing training and equipment so
the widows can earn money making washable menstrual kits for local Malawi girls. Several widows
operate small businesses, such as reselling charcoal and raising chickens, funded initially with seed
money from the WOGWF.

OVERCOMING LIFE’S OBSTACLES
Covid Challenges in Malawi
As of November 8, there have been 5,951 Covid-19 infections and 184 deaths. The population is
young (median age 18), but many are not in robust health. Testing and treatment are limited due
to the fragile health system. The government encourages masks and regular handwashing.

Covid Challenges for WOGWF Travel
Land borders are closed to visitors and flights are limited. Travelers need a valid work permit and
must quarantine for 14 days. American church missionaries were called home in March to await a
safe return. Our plan to return to Malawi has been postponed, pending a vaccine. We pray that
the widows will remain safe and healthy until we can see them again.

Two widows received new iron
sheet roofs this year. Ida and
Vaida are so thankful for this
solid protection for their families
during the rainy season.

THE PANTIPLUS PROJECT CONTINUES
Since 2017, the widows have been earning money sewing PantiPlus washable
menstrual kits that are then distributed to local school girls.
Volunteers in the USA and Canada also sew these kits which we take to Malawi
when we go. This year WOGWF board members were able to assemble and pack
55 PantiPacks with items made by volunteers in the USA and Canada (that’s
55 PantiPurses, 110 Panties, and 330 flannel pads!) These PantiPacks will go
to Malawi for distribution as soon as a church mission trip is possible.

THANK YOU TO OUR NORTH AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS!
THE PANTIPLUS PROJECT HAS BEGUN TO COME FULL CIRCLE:
The widows earn money to better support their families.
The local school girls are better able to continue their education.
The community sees the widows as valuable, contributing members.

Sam Chirwa, our Field Manager
Sam has been a critical part of our Malawi team since 2008, making arrangements
for our annual mission trip and providing safe secure transportation when we visit.
Sam supports Grace in the various WOGWF programs (critical needs, housing, and
sewing) and provides medical transportation for widows when the need arises.

Thanks be to God, the global banking system still works!
We continue to send budgeted funds quarterly to our field manager, Sam Chirwa. In April, we sent
extra money to purchase a home handwashing station for every widow. We are continuing to supply
extra soap as needed during the pandemic. Sam is able to continue our critical
needs and housing programs, and can purchase any supplies (fabric, thread,
etc.) needed for the PantiPlus sewing project. After a lightning strike at the
sewing workshop damaged the inverter on the solar power system, we were
able to send funds so that Sam could arrange for repairs to the system. We
also send money as needed so the widows can be paid for the menstrual pads and panties they have
sewn. Sam will store these items so that we can assemble and distribute many PantiPacks during our
next mission trip.
Our 2020 budget of $13,950 will meet our expenses for critical needs, housing, essential
transportation, the sewing project, and Sam’s stipend. We appreciate the amazing generosity
of our faithful donors who allow us to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in Malawi.
Thank you for your support!

HOW CAN YOU HELP THE WOMEN OF GRACE?
For the past 12 years, The Women of Grace Widows Fund has been the recipient of the
Christmas Eve offering at First Presbyterian Church, Watertown, NY. The church
generously provides a matching grant each year, making this a significant portion of our
budget needs.
This year Covid-19 will limit Christmas Eve attendance. The church has offered to match
all donations received in person, by mail, or online through January 15, 2021. Please help
us meet the needs of our widows by making your donation TODAY!
Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.
~ Matthew 25:40

____Yes, I want to support The Women of Grace Widows’ Fund with their continued efforts to assist and
empower widows in Northern Malawi.
Enclosed is my/our donation of $ ________________________
____ PLEASE INCLUDE MY DONATION IN THE CHRISTMAS EVE MATCH TOTAL
NAME ________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP ________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU!

Please make your check payable to: First Presbyterian Church with WOGWF in Memo Line.
Mail check and completed form to Watertown First Presbyterian Church, Attention: WOGWF,
403 Washington St., Watertown, NY 13601. For online donations click the DONATE button
on our website at www.womenofgracewidows.org.
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THE MISSION OF WOGWF IS:
To alleviate the extreme poverty faced by widows in Malawi by
providing funding to meet basic food, shelter, and safety
needs, while creating opportunities and resources that enable
and empower widows to establish their own self-sufficiency
and independence, regardless of religious affiliation.
PRAY FOR SAM AND GRACE!
PRAY FOR THE WIDOWS OF GRACE!
PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE GIVING
OF THEIR TIME AND RESOURCES
TO HELP THE WIDOWS OF GRACE!

Grace and Sam

A PRAYER OF HOPE
Lord Jesus, I pray this day for strength,
Because there are times when things get
tough and I feel like quitting.
Lord Jesus, I ask this day for comforting
reassurance of Your love, because there
are times when people fail me, and I am
tempted to lose hope.
Lord Jesus, I seek this day for Your light
to guide my steps, because there are times
when life is confusing and difficult, and I
lose my way.

Home Handwashing Stations

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.
~ Revelation 22:21

Help me, O Lord, to pick up the pieces,
wipe my tears, face the sun, and start over
again, for all is possible when I place my
faith and trust in You, my Saving God.
Amen.

